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Surely there was no Assembly-Senate interoffice memo today telling lawmakers to call U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann’s maps a “template” for some sort of larger Albany-based deal.

But that’s how Sen. Michael Nozzolio and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver both described the maps today.

“I think certainly the master set out a good template for discussions and I think that discussions can be forthcoming,” said Nozzolio, the Senate co-chairman on the Legislative Task Force on Redistricting, to my NY1 colleague Zack Fink.
Earlier Silver told reporters that that plan was also a “template” for striking some sort of bargain, which may include an amendment to the state’s Constitution to overhaul redistricting and “fairer” lines on the state level. A package could include the state and House lines, along with the amendment and statute, all done in order to avoid Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s veto.

Like Nozzolio, Silver reiterated that redistricting as it exists now falls to state lawmakers.

“That’s our responsibility ultimately and I think maybe what the judge did was give us the impetus or the template to now make the necessary deals,” Silver said.

Nozzolio, like most lawmakers, good-government groups and others today had warm words for the proposal, which must still be approved by a three-judge panel that appointed Mann.

“It is a legislative process that should be engaged in,” he said. “Frankly, I think the master did an excellent job in replicating many of our suggestions. As Senate Republicans we believe in keeping communities whole, maintaining communities of interest and the master did a good job of recognizing that.”
Republicans may be a little wary of the totally backing the plan, given the loss of Rep. Bob Turner’s district. Turner was not just a major victory for the downtrodden Republican Party in New York, but was to many a special election focused on President Obama’s policy toward Israel.

But Nozzolio did like the upstate portion saying, “I believe strongly though that what the master did in the upstate areas that what the master did in the upstate areas is a plan that we certainly not only support but embrace.”

If Cuomo was in the mood for a negotiation, he didn’t show it in Utica, claiming he had not seen the proposed House maps.
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